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Summary

Kokubun-ji Temple was built in each Province by Emperor Shomu s imperial edict in the middle
of 8th century. The temple consists of a monastery and nunnery. Ise Kokubun-ji Temple site
is on a parcel of land which is located at the left bank of Suzuka River in Kokubu-town,
Suzuka-city.

Suzuka-city board of education carried out identification research to protect the remains
from 1988 to 1990. They identified the temple compound area which is surrounded by the tamped-
earth walls with roofs, each of which measures approximately 180 meters long. After the
results of the research were documented, almost all of land of the remains had been switched
to public-owned land from 1996 to 1998.

Research to find the locations of buildings were carried out in 1999. This was to make plans
to improve the site as a park of historical site. The 22nd to 25th researches were already
carried out and the location and size of the lecture hall, the golden hall, main gate and the
cloister were identified.

On this 28th research, the board of education tried to identify the locations of the south
gate and to find the site of the pagoda, which had not been identified yet.

The south gate was one of the important entrances of the temple. The location of the south
gate was identified 26 meters south of the main gate. The foundation platform of the south
gate was almost perfectly scraped out and only the ditches that surrounded the south gate
currently remain. Estimated size of the south gate is approximately 18 meters from west to
east and 11 meters from south to north. The land to the south gate has eight corner which
looks like a rectangle with all the four corners are cut out. There are no similar examples
that exist.

There is a spot at the east side of the golden hall where a lot of tiles are scattered.

Since we predicted that the pagoda was located in this spot because of the scattered tiles, we
designated the spot as the place for our excavation. However, we couldn't find the foundation
platform of the pagoda, but found two rows of the tamped-earth walls instead.

The tamped-earth wall (SA0206) extends to the directions of north and south and is located
about 53 meters away from the axis line of the golden hall to the east. The tamped-earth wall
(SAO203) which expands in the directions of east and west is 64 meters and connects to both

the tamped-earth wall(SA0206) and the tamped-earth wall (SA0219) which is located at the east
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side of the temple compound area.

The distance between the tamped-earth wall (SA0203) and the tamped-earth wall (SA0222) which
is located at the south side of the temple compound area is 96 meters. The width of the base
of the tamped-earth walls is 2.7 meters. The above-mentioned two rows of the tamped-earth
walls divide the east part of the temple compound area into two sections to the north and
south directions. The administrative facilities for the temple must have been located in each
of the two sections.

Although we made seven trenches to the east and one trench to the west of the cloister while
looking for the pagoda, we couldn't find the foundation platform anywhere.

We found a large-sized embedded-pillar building at the southeast corner of the temple
compound area while excavating the trenches. The size of the core of the building is 15
meters from the east to west and 6 meters from the north to west. The distance between the
pillars is 3 meters. The building had eaves which measure 3.3 meters on the south side of
it. The building was built in the direction which is in harmony with that of the main temple
compound and the tamped-earth walls. It seems that the building was an important relevance

for the temple and must have been built in the period the Kokubun-ji Temple was founded.
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