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Summary

Kokubun-ji Temple (E433F) was built in each Province by Emperor Shomu (B2 X £)’s imperial edict in the
middle of 8th century. The temple consists of a monastery and nunnery. Ise({#%) Kokubun-ji Temple site is on
a parcel of land which is located at the left bank of Suzuka(# ) River in Kokubu-town (E4H7]), Suzuka-city.
Although the temple was designated as the National Historic Site in 1922, no sufficient protection measures were
taken and it was left as farmland for long time.

Suzuka-city Board of Education carried out identification research to protect the remains from 1988 to 1990. They
identified the temple compound area (i#E#) which is surrounded by the tamped-earth walls with roofs (ZEih),
each of which measures approximately 180 meters long. After the results of the research were documented, almost
all of land of the remains had been switched to public-owned land from 1995 to 1997.

Research to find the locations of buildings were carried out in 1999. This was to make plans to improve the site
as a park of historical site. The 22nd to 24th researches were already carried out and the location and size of
the lecture hallGG#4) and the golden hall(4%) were identified.

On this 25th research, the Board of Education tried to identify the locations of the main gate (1) and the south
gate (Fd9) and to find the site of the pagoda(¥), which had not been identified yet.

The main gate was the entrance to the center part of the temple which was surrounded by cloister (Ja]) and the
sacred precincts of the Buddha. It was confirmed that the main gate was located 31 meters south of the golden hall.
Although it seems that the main gate was constructed on base stones with tile roofing, the foundation platform was
scraped out and only a small part of the foundation platform still remains. The location and size of the foundation
platform was somehow identified with only traces of land improvement, which spreads 19 meters from east to
west and 12 meters from south to north under the ground. To the south of the main gate, there is a large earthen
pit in which tiles were buried. The potsherds which came out of the earthen pit were produced in early 9th century
and it seems that large-scale repaired work was carried out around that time.

To the eastwest of the foundation platform of the main gate, there are two ditches which run parallel to each other
with a distance of approximately seven meters. Although it seems that the space between the two ditches was the
base of the cloister, such things as postholes and traces of a base stone removal can not be identified because the
remains are not preserved like the main gate.

The size of the cloister was estimated by expanding the test trench of the east cloister. As a result, the size of the
cloister was identified as approximately 34 meters from the center of the main gate to the east and 51 meters from
the south to north. It was also identified that the cloister was connected between the main gate and the golden hall.

The south gate was one of the important entrances of the temple. The location of the south gate was identified 26
meters south of the main gate. The foundation platform of the south gate was almost perfectly scraped out and
only the ditches that surrounded the south gate currently remain. Estimated size of the south gate is approximately
18 meters from west to east and 11 meters from south to north.

The land to the south gate has eight corner which looks like a rectangle with all the four corners are cut out.
There are no similar examples that exist. The research on the details of the south gate is planned to be carried out

continuously in next year.

Regrading the pagoda, the test for digging was carried out. However, no structural remains of a pagoda was found.
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